
How many of your New Year’s Resolutions have you already broken? Was going to 

church more one of them? 

 

Psalm 139:7 says “Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?”  
Do you have an excuse for not being involved with the church activities; or maybe even 

going to church to worship regularly? To hear us justify it in our own heads, it sounds 

like all we’re doing is innocently trying to free ourselves from someone’s overbearing 

control or from a hassle we don’t need. That’s why we’re absent from church, or quitting 

this job, or not listening to our parents anymore. It’s why we’re deliberately avoiding 

those people who think they know everything. We’re not answering their calls or giving 

them another shot at us just so they can tell us how we’re so wrong.  

 

Am I Right? 

 
But often what we are really doing, is running from the presence of 

God and our duty to Him. And running from God has never been a 

good idea. 

 
When the prophet Jonah didn’t like the sound of what God was in-

structing him to do, to go and preach to the Ninevites, the Bible says 

he “rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.” Then 

after finding a ship that was heading that direction, to the far reaches 

of the known world, “he paid the fare and went down into it, to go 

with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD.”  

 
No doubt Jonah had heard King David’s psalm read in public worship services. “Where 

shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heav-

en, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! If I take the wings of the 

morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, 

and your right hand shall hold me” (Psalm 139:7–10). But when a person is intent on re-

belling, their thinking can get all messed up. I mean, how messed up is it to think we can 

run away from God? Who in their right mind would ever feel like they could do that? 

 

And yet sometimes we do. 

 
Maybe a relationship that you’ve allowed to develop into something more serious is un-

righteous and you know it, but you think you can somehow hold on to it outside of 

God’s presence. 

 
Maybe a lifestyle choice you’re making isn’t right, and you feel convicted about it, but you 

pretend you can maintain it in some little pocket of the world where God won’t see. 
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We want to bring to your attention two Christian Education programs that will be continuing in February, and 

we hope you will want to participate. 

Christian Believer A study of foundational Christian beliefs is currently being offered at 9:15 

each Sunday morning and is led by Herb Angel.   

The Holy Spirit A book discussion group focused on Billy Graham’s book “The Holy Spirit” 

meets at 11 a.m. each Wednesday and is led by Don Clapp.  It will meet at 

9:30 once the Pastor’s Bible Study resumes.   

We are in the process of beginning Sunday School for young people from Nursery through High School and 

beyond.  In order for us to implement this program we will need a lot of volunteers to serve as teachers, 

teacher’s assistants, and nursery workers.  We hope many of you will consider volunteering to play a role in 

this important program.  Soon we will be actively seeking volunteers.   

Don Clapp 

Christian  Education 
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Check out Our Broadcast 

We have been struggling for a year with our broadcast of the worship service on Sunday through our website. 

David Rutter and Tony Luckie have been very busy in that year trying to come up with solutions to fix it for all 

those who use it. Tony decided to devote a lot of his personal time and effort, being here many days and work-

ing at home at night, to finally get it done right. Check it out. We are now in High Definition and very clear. 

There may still be some bugs to work out but it is a very good broadcast now. Thank you to both of those guys 

for getting it done. 

If you have never seen the broadcast of our service, go to the website and click on the picture of me preaching 

at the bottom. Select the Sunday you want to watch, and watch. 

Whenever you begin to harden your heart against the truth, you start believing you can do things you absolutely 

cannot do. You can grow deceived enough in your own twisted logic that you actually become convinced you 

can hide from God. 

 
But no place exists outside the presence of the Lord. Nowhere. And today’s a good day to be reminded of this 

simple truth. 

 

Stop running. 

 

Stop hiding. 

 

And start realizing that the presence of the Lord is not something to escape but to embrace. 

 

God Bless from Pastor Danny 

Dialogue with Danny continued 



 

The Christian Education Committee has developed a plan for Sunday School 

classes for all age groups, and we plan to start it soon.  These classes will 

meet in the current 9:15 a.m. Sunday School time period.  We are in need 

of volunteers to serve as Teachers, Teacher’s Assistants, Substitute Teach-

ers, and Nursery Workers.  We believe this program is important for the 

future growth of North Bay Community Church, but we cannot do it with-

out you. A sign-up sheet is in the Gathering Place.  Please be in prayer about 

this program and your own participation in it. We need you.   

The classes we plan to offer are as follows: 

Nursery (0-2 year olds) 

Preschool (3-4 year olds) 

Kindergarden – 2nd Grade 

3rd – 5th Grade 

Middle School 

High School 

College and Young Adults 

Young Couples 
We realize that we don’t currently have participants in all these age groups, 

but our plan is have the classes ready to offer people in these age groups 

whenever they may come to visit our church. We want to be able to say to 

them: “Come back next Sunday and join us in Sunday School.” 

Thank you for considering this matter.  If you have questions, please call 

Don Clapp. 

The members of 2018 Church Council were approved by the membership 

on Sunday January 21, 2018. Some of the volunteers are new to council; 

some are in new assignments; and some people continue in a familiar roll. 

Our meeting for February will be Tuesday, Feb. 20th at 7 pm. The meeting 

is open to all members of NBCC. All are welcome. Come observe and learn 

how the council functions. With God’s guidance, we anticipate many good 

woks for the council, the church, and the community in 2018.  

Joe Spencer 

This envelope is used by 

Pastor Danny at his dis-

cretion to help church 

members and others who 

may be in need.  
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The next lunch is scheduled 

for February 15th at 12 

noon.  It will be held at 

Ozona Blue 125 Orange St., 

Palm Harbor (just west of 

Alt. 19). The sign-up sheet is 

available today in the Gath-

ering Place.  All men attend-

ing or visiting NBCC are 

urged to attend.  Need a 

ride? Simply list your phone 

number on the sign-up 

sheet. No one will be left 

behind for want of a ride. 

Future restaurant selections 

will be made by the group.   

 
 

 

From our President 

Never regret a day in your life: 

 

Good days give happiness, 

 

Bad days give experience, 

 

Worst days give lessons, and 

 

Best days give memories.  

 

  

Special Offering 

Words from 
Ken Webster 

Christian Education Sunday School Program 

Men’s Lunch 
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And He said to them. “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to all creation.” 

Mark 16:15 (NIV) 

First, on behalf of the World Missions Committee at NBCC, I would like thank Joan Batchler for her commit-

ted service and faithful leadership as committee chairperson over the past several years. Thankfully, she has 

agreed to remain a member of the committee. Joan has already been very helpful as I transition into my new 

role as chairperson.  

Second, the following is a review of NBCC’s ongoing World Mission Projects and Missionaries 

Operation Christmas Child: Samaritan’s Purse 

Samaritan’s Purse is a non-denominational international relief organization based in Boone, North Caroli-

na. Each year our congregation generously supports “Operation Christmas Child” by filling shoe box-

es for needy children. The boxes are distributed by Samaritan’s Purse to over 130 countries world-

wide.  Watch for upcoming announcements in the church bulletin and newsletter later this year.   

“Holy Cow” Sundays: Heifer International 

Heifer International is a Christian charity organization working to end hunger and poverty around the 

world by providing livestock and training to struggling communities. On months with five Sunday’s 

known affectionately as “Holy Cow Sunday”, members of NBCC donate their loose change into the 

“cow bank” located on the refreshment table. It is truly amazing how quickly our change adds up as 

we support this mission.      

Dr. Tonya Hawthorne (Kenya, Africa): New Frontiers Health Force 

New Frontiers Health Force is a faith-based non-profit organization founded by Dr. Tonya Hawthorne. 

For over ten years, Dr. Tonya has been based in Ngoswani, Kenya where she and her staff operate a 
fulltime health center and primary school.  The adult Sunday school class at NBCC collects a donation 

each week in support of Dr. Tonya and her work. To learn more about New Frontiers Health Force 

please visit: www.newfrontiershf.com  

Kevin and Beth Lynne (Papua, Indonesia): Medical Aviation Fellowship 

Medical Aviation Fellowship shares the love of Jesus Christ through aviation and technology so that 

isolated people may be physically and spiritually transformed. Kevin Lynne is a pilot for MAF transport-

ing medical supplies, bibles missionaries and the sick and injured from remote areas of Papua. Beth 

Lynne supports Kevin’s work through her gift of hospitality.  The Lynne’s mission as members of MAF 

is “That every person on earth (Papua in our case) will experience to the love of Jesus Christ and re-

spond to the Gospel.”    

Rev. Emmanuel Guidi (Togo/ west Africa) : Christian Alliance Church International 

Rev. Guidi is another missionary supported by the congregation of NBCC. This dedicated and daring 

individual risks his life to rescue orphans who would otherwise be kidnapped and trained as soldiers. 

Many of these children go on to become ministers and missionaries. Please pray for Rev. Guidi’s safety 

and the success of this mission as he carries out his hazardous work.  

How can YOU help and support our missionaries?  In addition to praying for Dr. Tonya Hawthorne, 

Kevin and Beth Lynne and Rev. Emanuel Guidi you can support them with a financial donation.  Watch for an 

announcement regarding the annual “Special Collection for World Missions”. Donations will be divided among 

the missionaries. In addition, a donation can be made at any time by using the white envelopes (in 

pew pocket). Please designate your donation for “World Missions”.  

New Members Always Welcome!     

In Christian love and service, 

Laura Wisniewski, World Missions Chairperson 

http://www.newfrontiershf.com


2018 has started off with a bang.   Meat Me Sunday brought in 395 cans of meat.  Thanks to all who donated 

so generously. On February 11 we will have our  

10th annual Sock Sunday for Clothes to Kids.   Their mission is to provide a free school wardrobe to chil-

dren of low income families. Part of that wardrobe for each child is 5 pairs of socks. In the year ahead CTK 

plans on giving out over 12,000 wardrobes.  That means they will need 60,000 pairs of socks.  We can help 

by bringing in new socks in sizes to fit children age 5 to adult. Athletic socks are most in need. They can be 

low cut, ankle cut, or crew style.  Little girl anklets are also needed.  We can help them in their mission by 

bringing in socks on Sock Sunday, February 11.  Be blessed in your giving.  Show them North Bay cares. 

Bonnie Spears 

On behalf of the volunteers and board of directors of FEAST Inc, thank you for your continued, 

generous support of this organization. Your financial support helps us continue in our mission and 

to assist those in our community.  

The generous support of individuals like you makes it possible for FEAST to exist and to make the 

community a great place to live. 

Sincerely,  

Walt Anderson, Executive Director 

Community Missions 

Clothes to Kids 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you so much for the wonderful donations collected from the “Giving Tree” during the month of 

December. It is so kind of you to think of the children in this way, especially this time of year. This is a 

wonderful contribution. We would not be able to help clothe the children in this area without donations 

like this. These brand new items will help to replenish our inventory and allow Clothes To Kids to apply 

funds towards other critical items. This is a true example of the community working together to help the 

children of Pinellas County. We thank you for that! 

Sincerely, 

Leslie Bednarski, Program Director 
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North Bay Community Church 

3170 McMullen Booth Rd. 

Clearwater FL33761 

  

Phone: (727) 796-0071 

E-mail: nbcc@tampabay.rr.com 

Website: northbaycommunitychurch.org 

Pastoral Staff 
   Danny McDonald-Senior Pastor 
Music Staff 
   Kendall Kline-Director 
   Desiree Little-Organist 
   Cathy Good-Pianist 
Administrative Staff 
   Desiree Little-Office Administrator 
Church Facilities Staff 
   Barry Austin-Church Facilities Superintendent 
Preschool Staff 

   Nycol Nixon-Director 

GOD is 

2/16     Suncoast Symphony                                     

3/17 Cathy Good Concert                                       

4/13 Suncoast Symphony                                

5/19 Indoor Picnic/Games                                          

7/tba Thresher’s Game                                     

8/18 Cathy Good Concert/ Ice 

 Cream Social                                                                      

9/22 Potluck/Dinner Music                            

10/20   Potluck w/The Scotts                             

12/1  Hanging of the Greens 

Please sign up as early as possible so 

we can have an accurate head count 

and accommodate every-one who 

wants to attend.  

Thank You for your support!    

Fellowship Committee 


